Sock
by Jay McKenzie

It’s circling Sylvanian Families in the Argos catalogue and rewinding The Snowman to watch
it for the third time today and digging in the tin for the Toffee Pennies and Shakin Stevens in
the snow and Trev and Simon swinging their pants and tinsel scarf-itches and cards piling up
on the mat and the breathless anticipation of what’s in dad’s biggest sock except nothing’s in
dad’s sock not even dad anymore and mum hasn’t got out of bed for two days and so it’s a

desperate prayer to Santa that you scribble then burn then start again.
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